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ABSTRACT

Historically, science has been dominated by men. Despite some advances
throughout history, recent studies highlight the underrepresentation of women
in STEM fields, including Myrmecology. While ant colonies are female-do-
minated, scientific production in this field is the complete opposite, not only
male-dominated but also far from achieving gender equity. In Brazil, only 20
out of 70 Myrmecology laboratories are coordinated by women. This is reflec-
ted in the low rate of women in senior research positions, often they abandon
their scientific careers early, before completing undergraduate studies. As in
society, women'’s persistence and involvement in the academic environment
are hindered by barriers including pervasive belittlement harassment and
societal stigmas around motherhood and family responsibilities, compounded
by insufficient institutional support. Nevertheless, many women have overcome
these challenges, making significant contributions to Brazilian Myrmecology.
This chapter aims to highlight some of the many inspiring stories. Just as these
stories have inspired us, we hope that new ones will emerge and inspire a new
generation of myrmecologists.

Keywords: Ants; equity; gender disparity; woman in science.
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INTRODUCTION

A queen ant descends to the ground and searches for a place to nest.
Once she settles and finds food, she lays the first brood, and thus a new ant
colony is born. The subsequent steps will be carried out by the worker ants, all
of which are female. In greater numbers, they are responsible for caring for the
offspring, maintaining, and growing the colony. Without them, nothing presented
in this book would have been documented.

Although the all-female workers make up the majority of ant colonies and
their labor force is widely recognized, the story in the field devoted to studying
them looks a little different. The term “Myrmecology,” referring to the study
of ants, was first used in 1910 by a man, William Morton Wheeler (Georgiadis
& Trager, 2015) and similarly, the first recognized myrmecologists were also
European and American men who studied ants between the late 19th and early
20th centuries (Lucky et al,, 2020). The first ant species of the Brazilian fauna
were described around the 19th century (Baccaro et al., 2015), and although ant
taxonomy is entirely based on female workers, of the 117 genera currently des-
cribed for Brazil (Feitosa & Dias, 2024), only seven have women as authors or
co-authors (Amoimyrmex Cristiano et al., 2020; Bazboltonia Camacho & Feitosa,
2022; Corrieopone Esteves & Fisher; Cyatta Sosa-Calvo et al,, 2013; Gracilidris
Wild & Cuezzo, 2006; Kalathomyrmex Klingenberg & Brandao, 2009; and Xerolitor
Sosa-Calvo et al,, 2018). This scenario has been changing in recent years, with
a series of review works published under the leadership of women (Cuezzo,
2000; De Andrade, 2001; Klingenberg & Brandao, 2009; Fernandes et al., 2014;
Jesovnik & Schultz, 2017; Oliveira & Feitosa, 2019; Ladino & Feitosa, 2020; Barrera
et al,, 2022; Oliveira et al., 2021; Ulysséa & Brandao, 2021; Dias & Lattke, 2021;
Camacho et al,, 2020 and 2022). Although we can observe advances, whether
in taxonomy or other areas of myrmecology, women remain a minority in the
community compared to men (Lucky et al, 2020). Moreover, they are fewer
in number among the first and last authors of papers, with the latter being an
important detail since it is usually associated with the coordination of research
groups (Ramalho et al,, 2020a). In Brazil, for example, of the 70 laboratories
working with ants, only 20 have women in leadership positions.
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But why are the numbers so disproportionate? Myrmecology, as a
branch of society, is not immune to the issues that plague it. Male dominance
persists across many facets and becomes even more evident in the subfields,
where women must constantly prove themselves to secure increasingly scarce
positions. Yet, to achieve the same goals as men, women often face obstacles
in their trajectories due to sexism and machismo. These result in moral and
sexual harassment, stereotyping, embarrassment, discrediting, as well as
imposter syndrome and all the associated mental health issues that ultimately
drive women away from academia lead to the end of their careers. Despite the
obstacles and male predominance, some women began to engage in the study
of ants in Brazil as late as the 20th century, opening doors and clearing trails
for all of us who came after.

The pioneer queens

A pioneer not only in the study of ants but also for women in Brazilian
scientific research, Elena Maria de Oliveira Diehl was born in 1949 in Porto Alegre,
the capital of Rio Grande do Sul. Encouraged by her parents to study from an
early age, Elena Diehl graduated in Natural History from the Universidade do
Vale do Rio dos Sinos (UNISINOS) in 1970. The following year, she enrolled in
a Master's program in Genetics at the Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do
Sul (UFRGS), completing it in 1972. Shortly after her postgraduate studies, she
began her career as a full professor at UNISINOS. Her remarkable journey in
Myrmecology began in 1982 when she founded the Laboratério de Genética de
Insetos Sociais, becoming one of the first women to lead a research laboratory
in the country. Elena was a pioneer in multiple aspects: not only did she pave
the way for other women in science, but she was also the first researcher to
investigate the use of entomopathogenic fungi to control leaf-cutting ants, with
an emphasis on the genus Acromyrmex. Her work extended across various areas
of myrmecology, including genetics, evolution, reproductive biology, ant-plant
interactions, and the ant fauna of Rio Grande do Sul; which has yielded the
publication of nearly 100 works, among them articles, chapters, and books like
“Formigas: Organizagao social e ecologia comportamental” (Diehl-Fleig, 1995).
Her contribution was so significant that she founded what is now known as
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the International Symposium on Myrmecology. Throughout her 36-year career,
Elena took on essential roles: she was a researcher, professor, department head,
course coordinator, and advisor to over 64 students, many of whom now work
in institutions across Brazil and remember her affectionately for the dedication
she bestowed upon them. Amid all these achievements, Elena also raised three
children, introducing them early to the world of ants. One of them, Eduardo, fol-
lowed in her footsteps and became her co-author on numerous works. Though
no longer with us, Elena Diehl’s legacy as a myrmecologist, scientist, professor
and mother endures as an inexhaustible source of admiration and inspiration
for present and future generations (Albuquerque et al,, 2020).

Terezinha Maria Castro Della Lucia is another example. Following in
the footsteps of her father, she earned her degree in Biology from Purdue Uni-
versity in the United States, far from her hometown of Sdo Jodo Nepomuceno
in Minas Gerais, Brazil. After four years abroad, Terezinha returned to Vigosa
in 1977, where she grew up and still lives today, now retired. She began her
studies at the Universidade Federal de Vigosa (UFV), focusing on leaf-cutting
ants, which became her lifelong passion. After completing her master's and
doctoral programs, she became a full professor at UFV in 1987 and founded a
research group dedicated to understanding the behavior and biology of leaf-
-cutting ants, with an emphasis on their control. As one of the first women to
research leaf-cutting ants in Brazil and a pioneer in Brazilian myrmecology, her
career paved the way for other female researchers in the field. Her research on
controlling became essential references on the subject, particularly her book
“Formigas cortadeiras: da bioecologia ao manejo” (Della Lucia, 2011) and the
article "Managing leaf-cutting ants: peculiarities, trends and challenges” (Della
Lucia et al,, 2014). While carving her path in myrmecology, Terezinha became a
mentor for a generation of students, from undergraduates to doctoral candidates.
She understood the unique needs of each student, providing not only academic
guidance, as a dedicated and meticulous advisor, but also personal support,
whether as friend or even financial assistance when needed.

Also from Minas Gerais is the pioneer in the study of urban ants in Brazil.
Ana Eugénia de Carvalho Campos was born in the capital state, Belo Horizonte,
and began her academic journey at the Universidade Federal de Uberlandia
(UFU). Although Minas is her hometown and where she became a biologist, it
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was in the state of Sdo Paulo that the trail of ants crossed her path. Her career
in myrmecology began in 1989 when she enrolled in a master's program at
Universidade Estadual Paulista Juilio de Mesquita Filho (UNESP) in Rio Claro.
Ana studied ants of the genus Solenopsis and, in the process, became interested
in invasive ants. After completing her Ph.D. at the same institution, in 1997 Ana
Eugénia passed the selection process for the Instituto Bioldgico de Sao Paulo.
From then on, driven by the curiosity sparked during her postgraduate studies,
Ana established a research line focused on the identity, distribution, impacts,
ecology, and control of urban ants. Her contributions in studies, such “As for-
migas urbanas no Brasil: Retrospecto” (Campos et al,, 2002) were pivotal to our
current understanding of these insects in the country’s urban areas, a subject
that impacts not only myrmecology but society as a whole. Today, in addition to
being a mother, researcher, and advisor, Ana Eugénia is the General Director of
the Instituto Bioldgico under the Secretaria de Agricultura e Abastecimento do
Estado de Séo Paulo, an important milestone in the representation of women
in leadership roles within major institutions.

In taxonomy, Ana Yoshi Harada was the first to make her contributions.
She began her studies on ants in 1982 at the Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas
da Amazénia (INPA), where her master's thesis updated knowledge on the
distribution and ecology of the genus Azteca, often associated with Cecropia
plants. In 1984, Ana moved to Curitiba to complete her doctorate at the Univer-
sidade Federal do Paran4, focusing on the taxonomy and systematics of the
tribe Tapinomini. Her work included redescribing genera, describing new ones,
creating identification keys, and proposing a phylogeny for the group. In 1996,
she became a senior researcher at the Museu Paraense Emilio Goeldi (MPEG),
where she still works today. During her years at MPEG, Ana curated one of the
most important neotropical ant collections in Brazil and remains a key figure in
the study of the Dolichoderinae family.

Ecology is the primary field for ant studies in Brazil and has the highest
number of women researchers. In this context, we highlight the story and con-
tributions of Inara Roberta Leal. Inara Leal, a native of Florianépolis in southern
Brazil, began her ant research at the Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina
(UFSC) during her undergraduate studies. In 1992, she moved to state of Sdo
Paulo, earning her master's and doctorate at the Universidade de Campinas
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(Unicamp), where she studied the behavioral ecology of Pachycondyla marginata
and the natural history of Attini ants in the Cerrado. In 2002, Inara became a
professor in the Botany Department at the Universidade Federal de Pernam-
buco (UFPE), where she still works today as a professor and coordinator of the
Laboratério de Interagao Planta-Animal (LIPA). With over 30 years of experience
in myrmecology, Inara’s career features pivotal contributions to ecology, using
ants as a model to study habitat loss and conservation, for example the work
"Effects of habitat fragmentation on ant richness and functional composition
in Brazilian Atlantic forest” (Leal et al, 2012). Her studies are critical for their
focus on highly threatened biomes, such as the Caatinga and Atlantic Forest.

Cléa dos Santos Ferreira Mariano, born in Bahia, and became the first
woman to use cytogenetics as a tool in ant taxonomy. She earned her degree in
Biology from the Universidade Estadual de Santa Cruz (UESC) and her interest
in ants began in this period, while helping a friend collect nests of Ectatomma
tuberculatum. Focused on the morphology of these creatures, Cléa began
observing individuals with malformations, most likely caused by genetic muta-
tions. Her desire to understand the origin of these anomalies and the genetics
behind such patterns led her to turn her curiosity into a research focus. During
her master's and Ph.D., both completed at the Universidade Federal de Vigosa,
she used cytogenetics to study the diversity and evolutionary relationships
within Formicidae. In 2008, Cléa became a Professor at the very university
that trained her as a biologist, the UESC. There, she founded the Laboratério
de Artrépodes Sociais (LABAS) and continued her research while mentoring
undergraduate and graduate students. Today, Cléa has grown interested in
the diversity of commensal organisms near ant nests. Her research, such as
“Contribution of cytogenetics to the debate on the paraphyly of Pachycondyla
spp. (Hymenoptera, Formicidae, Ponerinae)” (Mariano et al,, 2012), serves as a
reference for ant cytogenetics studies and her career serves as an inspiration
for women, especially mothers and those from Brazil's Northeast.

All the woman cited here, and many other examples such as Maria de
Lurdes de Andrade and Maria Jose Aparecida Hebling dared to soar, teaching
all of us how to take flight. Through their research and legacy, they have encou-
raged and inspired other women to enter the world of ant studies, showing
that despite men being more numerous and widely recognized, the women'’s
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contributions have been essential not only to the construction of knowledge
about Brazil's ants but also to the building of our myrmecological community.

Scenario over the years

The following data were collected by the authors from a widely circulated
survey within the myrmecological community, targeting women who currently
work or have worked with myrmecology in Brazil. The questionnaire was dis-
tributed via email and social media to various laboratories and myrmecologist
centers across Brazil, aiming for broad diversity coverage. The form is available
as supplementary material (https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.29906423.
v2). A total of 72 responses were obtained.

Regarding age, women over 35 are the majority (63.2%), while about one-
-third (36.8%) are between 18 and 34 years old. Most of them hold a doctorate
(65.3%), with the rest still in some stage of their education, from undergraduate
to doctoral studies. These numbers show that women have long played a sig-
nificant role in ant studies in Brazil while also indicating a promising future for
a new generation of female myrmecologists.

They are predominantly Brazilian (95.8%), and there are also represen-
tatives from Colombia (2.8%) and Argentina (1.4%) contributing to the study of
Brazilian fauna. In Brazil, although all regions of the country are represented,
the largest number of myrmecologists comes from South (39,6%) and Sou-
theast (35,4%), while the Northeast (14,6%), Central-West (6,2%) and North
(4,2%) regions have the lowest representation. Although part of this disparity
may result from the survey's limited reach beyond the southern regions, it may
also reflect the broader reality. These numbers align with the well-documented
regional imbalance in the distribution of scientific and technological resources in
Brazil, driven by historical investment patterns that have concentrated research
institutions and public universities in the southern regions (Barros, 2000). This
scientific centralization is likewise evident in myrmecology.

As for the region where these women's research activity is concentra-
ted, the same pattern mentioned above can be observed, with the highest
number of responses for Southeast (54.7%) and South (34.7%) regions, while
Northeast (20%), North (18,7%) and Central-West (13.3%) regions have lowest
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numbers. In terms of research areas, most women work in Ecology/Conser-
vation (62.7%), followed by Taxonomy and Systematics (38.7%), Behavior and
Natural history (28%), with the lowest representation in applied studies (16%).
Both of these questions allowed for multiple responses, meaning women could
have conducted their research in more than one Brazilian region and worked
in more than one area.

Regarding ethnic-racial identity, 69.3% self-identify as White, 22.6%
as Brown, 6.6% as Black, and 1.3% as Indigenous. For comparison purposes,
the Brazilian population as a whole is predominantly Brown (45.3%), followed
by 43.5% White, 10.2% Black, 0.6% Indigenous, and 0.4% East Asian (IBGE,
2023). We know that a number of reasons may be related to the low repre-
sentation of non-White women in myrmecology. Some of them may even be
related to the low career profitability. However, this pattern found in our form is
reflected in data from Brazilian higher education, where White are the majority
(25.8%), followed by Brown (12.3%) and Black (11.4%) (IBGE, 2022), indicating
that beyond all the reasons, access to higher education (where most research
is developed in Brazil) for non-white women needs to be expanded and main-
tained, as a way of expanding career possibilities.

All participants self-identify as cisgender women. Regarding sexual
orientation, the majority (69.3%) identify as heterosexual, followed by bisexual
(26.7%), homosexual (2.8%), and pansexual (1.4%) (the answers did not include
other options). These numbers indicate low representation of sexual minorities
in the sample of women who responded to the survey. We emphasize the need
to incorporate the full spectrum of recognized gender identities and sexual
orientations in future studies, enabling a more accurate assessment of diversity
in Brazilian myrmecology. Additionally, we urge critical reflection on how the
academic community ensures equitable access and fosters a sense of belonging
in these spaces.

Our survey also collected data on the marital status of myrmecologists.
About half of the women reported being single (53.3%), 38.7% are married, and
8% are divorced. Regarding motherhood, 39% of myrmecologists have children.
Studies show that marital status, and especially motherhood, significantly impact
women's careers (Mclntosh et al., 2012; Machado et al,, 2019; Torres et al., 2024).
This is because, in addition to dealing with all the challenges of the profession,
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at home they are still primarily responsible for domestic tasks and childcare.
Ramalho et al. (2020b) emphasize the impact of parenthood on the lives of
myrmecologists (both men and women), particularly in fieldwork, lectures, and
participation in events. Although the study addresses both genders, the arrival
of children has a much more negative impact on women'’s careers compared
to men's (Machado et al,, 2019).

We also sought to understand the main obstacles faced by women during
their careers in myrmecology. This question allowed for multiple responses.
Among the most cited obstacles, mental health issues ranked first (41.3%), most
likely influenced by one or more of the other challenges, such as harassment
or uncomfortable situations (40%), social inequality (37.3%), sexism (25.3%),
motherhood (14.7%), racism and xenophobia (5.3%), wage inequality (4%). These
results highlight the persistence of well-known unsafe and hostile environments
towards women in academia. For example, the high frequency of mental health
issues may indicate the cumulative impact of these structural and interpersonal
challenges throughout their careers.

This is the first step to assess the profile of female myrmecologists in
Brazil. We acknowledge that the data are based on a preliminary survey with a
limited number of respondents and therefore do not fully represent the entire
myrmecological community. However, they provide an initial overview that may
be refined and expanded as new data are collected. Our goal is not to discuss
theoretical foundations or to propose affirmative policies, but to begin unders-
tanding who these women are and the challenges they face. We encourage
and look forward to further research in this area, as well as deeper discussions
advocating for women in STEM.

VOICES IN THE ANTHILL: CONTEMPORARY WOMEN
MYRMECOLOGISTS AND THEIR PATHWAYS

The presence of women in Brazilian myrmecology is advancing slowly
but steadily, like some ants. A study by Lucky et al. (2020) identifies Brazil as
one of the countries with the highest number of female authors in publications
from 2008 to 2017. Additionally, the traditional Formigas do Brasil Course has
consistently had more women as participants (CFB, 2024). While women are
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active in symposia and conferences, their representation in leadership roles
remains a key issue. A positive sign is the increasing participation of women as
speakers at the world's largest myrmecology event, the International Symposium
on Myrmecology, reached gender parity for the first time in the 2023 edition in
Manaus. We know that small victories should be celebrated, but there is still
much work to be done. That said, in the following texts we aim to honor and
share the stories of some women in Brazilian myrmecology who have inspired
the authors to reach where we are today, hoping to motivate more people to
pursue and succeed in myrmecology, further advancing gender equity in science.

Aline Machado de Oliveira

Aline Machado de Oliveira, born in Campo
Mourao, in the midwest region of Parand. Grew up
in Sdo Paulo, in the city of Cruz das Posses, and
as a child, she moved with her family to Sdo José
dos Pinhais, in the metropolitan region of Curitiba.

Aline had the opportunity to take a free preparatory
course for university admission exams and, in 2013, she began her journey in
Biological Sciences at the Universidade Federal do Parand (UFPR), in Curitiba.
During her undergraduate studies in Biology, she became interested in several
areas, but it was in myrmecology that she found her true vocation, in the recently
opened Laboratério de Sistematica e Biologia de Formigas at UFPR. She began
her career as a researcher at a very young age, carrying out her first scientific
initiation with the ant fauna of the Cerrado State Park, in Jaguariaiva, Paran4,
being a pioneer in the study of ants in this region. While still an undergraduate,
Aline forged her path in taxonomy, revising the genus Probolomyrmex in the
Neotropics and describing four new species (Oliveira & Feitosa 2019).

Always questioning and with a restless mind, Aline always knew, deep
down, that she could change the world in her own way. In her dissertation
defense, she broke with the technical standards of academic presentations and
presented her results in a didactic and accessible way for everyone. Among the
spectators were her students from the free preparatory course “Em Acéo”, the
same program where she had once been a student herself, and to which she
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later returned as a volunteer teacher. The project seeks to promote equitable
access to higher education for students from low-income backgrounds.

In 2018, she started her master's degree and dedicated herself to studying
the genus Cephalotes, whose taxonomic revision had not been updated since the
late 1990s. In this revision (Oliveira et al., 2021), Aline described five new species
and named them after women myrmecologists who are, or have been, admirable
taxonomists. In fact, the reception to this work was so positive that the article
became the model for formatting taxonomic papers by the Brazilian Journal of
Entomology. During her time in the laboratory, Aline also actively participated
in the project “Scientists at School,” disseminating science and myrmecology to
students from municipal schools in Curitiba. In all the spaces she has occupied,
she always contributed to the strengthening and even creating a fairer and more
inclusive scientific culture, promoting gender equity in science.

With great courage and determination, Aline has never stuck to her
“comfort zone". During the uncertainties of the COVID-19 pandemic, she took
on new challenges and moved to Hong Kong, where she held the position
of curator of the Hong Kong Biodiversity Museum for four years. Today, with
over 10 years of experience in myrmecology, she is a PhD candidate at George
Washington University, in the Powell Lab, where she will continue her taxonomic
research with her turtle ants (Cephalotes). Aline inspires us and shows that an
academic career does not need to be linear, and that each path is unique. Her
dedication and curiosity about life make her unique and fascinating, just like
the ants she studies.

Amanda Batista da Silva de Oliveira

A brilliant Black scientist from Rio Branco,
in the state of Acre, Amanda Batista da Silva de
Oliveira is an inspiring example of how a passion
for nature can transform one's journey. A mas-

4

steps in the study of ants during her master's program, where she investigated

ter's graduate in Ecology from the Universidade
Federal do Acre (UFAC), Amanda took her first
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the diversity of ant assemblages in the canopies of Brazil nut trees (Bertholletia
excelsa) across different Amazonian environments (Oliveira & Schimidt, 2019).

Her interest in these tiny insects emerged during a graduate course. It was
during this period that Amanda discovered the fascinating world of ants. The
enthusiasm and passion conveyed during the lectures sparked a deep inte-
rest in her, and she became captivated by the complexity and importance of
these creatures.

At that time, Amanda was facing challenges with her previous advisor, but
upon discovering the captivating world of ants, she made the bold decision to
change the direction of her studies. She chose to join a completely new research
group, immersing herself fully in the study of ants. This decision not only defined
her academic path but also opened doors to a profound understanding of the
immense diversity of these small beings.

Amanda earned her PhD in Zoology from the Universidade Federal do
Amazonas (UFAM), where she focused on the biogeography and evolution of
ant assemblages in white-sand forests, one of the most unique environments
in the Amazon. Her research has significantly advanced scientific knowledge
about these ecosystems, highlighting the importance of preserving these sin-
gular areas (Oliveira et al., 2023; Oliveira et al., 2025). In addition to research,
Amanda also dedicated herself to teaching.

For Amanda, the fascinating world of ants has not only provided her
with valuable knowledge but also allowed her to meet incredible people and
visit extraordinary places. Her scientific journey is marked by perseverance and
curiosity, traits that make her a true professional in science and inspiring future
scientists to follow in her footsteps.

Amanda Martins Dias

Amanda Martins Dias was born in Ana-
polis, Goids. Born and raised in the heart of the
Cerrado, she says that the first genus of ants she
learned to recognize as a child was the imposing

Dinoponera, abundant in the region. Motivated
to be a biologist during her teenage years by the
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work of the Canadian NGO Greenpeace, she entered the Biology school at the
Universidade Estadual de Goids (UEG) in her hometown in 2013, and in her first
year of college, she became a member of the laboratory of professor Dr. Hélida
Ferreira da Cunha, a great termitologist who also guided students in research
with other groups of insects.

Hélida suggested that she begin studying ants, being responsible for
creating a myrmecological collection for the educational institution through
a scientific initiation in 2014. The doubts and interest in the group generated
by the development of the collection led Amanda to discover the Formigas do
Brasil Course (CFB) through social networks, which she participated in 2014
through financial support from her scientific initiation scholarship and her tutor.

As she studied in a city far from the big myrmecology centers in the
southeast and south regions, Amanda saw the course as a great opportunity to
meet other researchers in the area and start a network of collaborations. After
graduating as a biologist in 2016 and encouraged by Aline Oliveira, whom she
met during the CFB, the researcher entered her master's degree in Entomology
at UFPR, in Curitiba, where she developed the taxonomic review of the genus
from her childhood memories, Dinoponera (Dias & Lattke, 2021).

Completing the review of the genus in 2019 and completely fascinated by
Ponerinae, Amanda decided to pursue taxonomy in her doctorate, developing
the taxonomic review of one of the most challenging genera of the subfamily
in terms of identification and species delimitation: Hypoponera. Still at UFPR,
but under different guidance, she reviewed the species of the genus that occur
in the Brazilian Atlantic Forest, identifying and describing several new species.

Highlighting her brilliant performance in the taxonomic review of the lar-
gest and smallest Ponerinae and her collaboration in updating the identification
keys for the subfamilies and genera of ants that occur in Brazil, the researcher is
currently a Postdoctoral student at the California Academy of Sciences, in San
Francisco, where she is combining her taxonomic knowledge with studies with
molecular data to investigate a group of Hypoponera species from the island
of Madagascar and also refine information about this and other groups of ants.

The challenges that the researcher decided to face throughout her career
demonstrate the fearless and determined person that Amanda Dias is and did
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not lead her to become a great Greenpeace activist, but they definitely made
her a great inspiration as a scientist.

Carla Rodrigues Ribas

%2 o y Carla Rodrigues Ribas is originally from
Lo Sao Paulo city, in the state of Sdo Paulo, but her
A4

academic career led her to the state of Minas
N

R Gerais, where she made the Universidade Federal

1 / de Vigosa (UFV) her home. From 1995, when she

began her studies in Biology, until 2006, when she

obtained her Ph.D., her path deepened in different areas of ecology: mosaic vs.

competition with arboreal ants, latitudinal gradient of species richness, and

ants as bioindicators in different Brazilian biomes. Bit by bit, Carla became a
recognized figure in the field of ant ecology.

She is not only an admirable researcher, but also an excellent mentor
to students. Many students who passed through her lab at the Universidade
Federal de Lavras (UFLA) have gone on to become myrmecologists and are
now professors and researchers in different regions of Brazil, fulfilling the same
role that Carla once inspired in them.

Brazilian myrmecology has grown exponentially in the last decades,
thanks to various initiatives in training, outreach and research. Carla has been
one of the driving forces behind this growth, being one of the founders and
organizers of the Formigas do Brasil Course (CFB), in addition to hosting and
coordinating, together with Inara Leal, the organization of the XXVII Symposium
on Myrmecology: An International Ant Meeting. These two major events are
now a reference for anyone, inside and outside Brazil, who wants to study ants.

Carla has always made sure that her work serves the community. Now,
she has decided to pursue one of her passions, ethnobiology, to have a more
direct impact on the population outside of academia. In this new field, Carla has
taken a fresh approach to scientific outreach, extending her knowledge beyond
the walls of the university. Her experience and remarkable contributions give us
confidence that the fruits of this new endeavor will soon be reaped.
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The academic world presents many challenges, and Carla has faced some
of them, such as being a mother while pursuing her Master's and PhD - com-
mitments that required full dedication. Despite this, she has made significant
contributions to Brazilian ecology. However balancing family and academic
pursuit took a toll on her well-being. Embedded in a system of gender restric-
tions and unsustainable academic demands, Carla experienced first-hand the
consequences of an environment that affects emotional, personal, and social
well-being. As a result of her experiences, she has become a strong advocate
for the mental health and well-being of students and researchers, pushing for
greater equity for women and a healthier academic environment.

After getting to know Carla and her life, we can boldly say that she is a
scientist, a mother, courageous and a fighter - fully aware of the challenges faced
by women in science and supporting many others through her own experiences.
She is undoubtedly an inspiration and a deserving figure to be written in the
history of Brazilian myrmecology.

Cintia Martins Perinotto

Cintia Martins Perinotto is widely recog-
nized for her contributions to the field of ant
symbionts, where her passion for these tiny
creatures has been evident since childhood.
Influenced by her father, who worked with
termites, Cintia developed a fascination for the

world of insects at an early age.

Born in the state of Sdo Paulo, Cintia graduated in Biological Sciences
at Universidade Estadual Paulista Julio Mesquita Filho (UNESP) in Rio Claro,
where she delved into the study of ants. With determination and a burning
desire to explore molecular biology, Cintia faced the structural limitations of the
laboratory, forging partnerships with other research groups while her advisor
worked to equip their own lab with the necessary tools.

Her passion for studying ant symbionts quickly inspired her colleagues,
leading to the formation of a dedicated team that grew daily. Her academic
journey is remarkable; after earning her degree, Cintia completed a master's in
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Cellular and Molecular Biology at the same institution and, shortly after defending
her master's dissertation, was hired through a competitive examination by the
Universidade Federal of Delta do Parnaiba (UFDPar), where she now teaches
her favorite courses, Molecular Biology and Evolution.

Alongside her work at UFDPar, Cintia pursued her PhD in Cellular and
Molecular Biology at UNESP, supported by a Fulbright scholarship that allowed
her to conduct research at the prestigious Field Museum of Natural History in
Chicago, USA. In the meantime, Cintia made excellent contributions to the study
of ants and symbionts (Martins & Moreau, 2020; Martins et al., 2021).

Currently, in addition to being an associate professor at UFDPar, Cintia
serves as the coordinator of the Programa de Ciéncias Bioldgicas and the Labo-
ratério de Mirmecologia do Delta do Parnaiba, affectionately known as Martins
Lab. She is also a permanent faculty member in the Programa de Graduagéo
em Biodiversidade, Ambiente e Sdude. In 2020, she embraced a new and deeply
rewarding challenge: balancing her professional accomplishments with the joys
and responsibilities of motherhood.

Becoming a mother brought many changes for Cintia, influencing her aca-
demic pace and introducing new priorities into her life. However, myrmecology
remains one of her greatest passions. The resilience with which she balances
these two worlds demonstrates the strength and dedication of a researcher
who is also a mother. She finds inspiration and inspires us in both motherhood
and science, showing that it is possible to reinvent oneself without giving up
on one’s dreams.

Gabriela Procépio Camacho

Gabriela Procépio Camacho, or Gabi
Camacho as she is known, was born in Belo
Horizonte, in the state of Minas Gerais. She
spent her childhood, adolescence, and early
adult years in Uberlandia, a city about 500 km
from the state capital. It was in Uberlandia that
Gabi began her academic journey. In 2006, she

enrolled in the Biological Sciences program at
the Universidade Federal de Uberlandia (UFU).
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It didn't take long for Myrmecology to gain a new member. In 2008, Gabi
joined LEIS (Laboratério de Ecologia de Insetos Sociais). Working in an ecolo-
gy-focused lab, her initial efforts centered on studying ant communities. As part
of this process, she worked on processing, identifying, and curating ant col-
lections. Gabi fell in love with these tasks... She adored naming species, using
identification keys, and organizing collections. This was where her passion for
taxonomy was born.

From that point on, Gabi became a prominent figure in the study of ants
of the Ectatomminae subfamily. Combining her expertise in morphology with
her exceptional skills in molecular biology, Gabriela led studies that updated the
knowledge of the entire subfamily. Her work clarified the relationships within the
group, described new species, and provided identification keys (Camacho et al.,
2020). But she didn't stop there. Gabriela has become a reference in studies
utilizing UCEs (ultraconserved elements) and collaborates on numerous national
and international projects in ant taxonomy and systematics, such as “Ants of the
World" and research on patterns of endemism and diversity of Madagascar's
ants (Camacho, et al,, 2025).

Beyond Gabriela the myrmecologist and researcher, Gabi the woman is
a profound source of inspiration. Although she acknowledges her privileges,
Gabi hasn't been immune to the challenges of academia, including sexism,
xenophobia, and the mental health struggles that come with them. While mana-
ging her personal challenges, Gabi never stopped caring for others. She has
always been an activist, engaged in social causes, from serving as a student
representative during her postgraduate years to participating in lectures and
panel discussions. Long before the idea of this chapter, Gabi was already sharing
stories and highlighting the importance of women in Myrmecology through her
lecture titled "Women in Myrmecology: Past, Present, and Future,” presented at
the International Symposium on Myrmecology in Curitiba in 2017.

Today, Gabriela Camacho is a professor at the Universidade de Sao Paulo
and the first woman as a curator of the largest ant collection in Latin America,
housed at the Museu de Zoologia (MZSP). Despite her relatively recent career,
Gabi's journey in Myrmecology, along with her contributions and legacy, con-
tinues to move and inspire... from young girls to women, from undergraduates
to advanced professionals...a whole generation of myrmecologists.
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Itanna Oliveira Fernandes

Itanna Oliveira Fernandes was born in Ria-
cho de Santana, Bahia, and moved to Rondénia at
a young age, where she discovered her passion
for myrmecology. A graduate in Biology from the
Universidade Federal de Ronddnia (UNIR), it was

during the final years of her undergraduate studies
that ants captivated her interest, marking the beginning of a career defined by
dedication and pioneering efforts, solidifying her as one of the leading authorities
in ant taxonomy in Brazil.

Early in her academic journey, Itanna embraced the challenge of revising
the foetida complex of the genus Neoponera during her master’s studies at Insti-
tuto Nacional de Pesquisas da Amazénia (INPA) (Fernandes et al,, 2014). In this
work, she meticulously examined all castes of the ants, producing a detailed
morphological analysis that quickly became a model study in the field. Expan-
ding her horizons, during her doctoral studies, Itanna combined morphology
and molecular biology to investigate the genera Anochetus and Odontomachus
(Fernandes et al., 2021). Her taxonomic revision of Anochetus and phylogenetic
analysis of these genera, conducted in partnership with the Smithsonian Insti-
tution, brought groundbreaking contributions to myrmecology. During her time
at the Smithsonian, she gained extensive experience in molecular phylogenetic
tools and collection curation skills that continue to enrich her work today.

Itanna’s journey is marked by overcoming unique challenges. Coming from
a region outside the major taxonomic research hubs in southeastern Brazil and
working in a field traditionally dominated by men, she faced the barriers of being
a Northeastern Brazilian woman in this highly male-dominated environment.
Her determination and expertise shattered these barriers, establishing her as
a trailblazer and paving the way for other women in ant taxonomy, particularly
in the Amazon region.

Itanna has consistently left a lasting impact wherever she has been, fos-
tering close collaborations with numerous researchers and institutions. She is
a prominent figure at scientific events and plays a crucial role in mentoring new
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researchers. After years of invaluable contributions as a postdoctoral resear-
cher, she recently assumed a faculty position at the INPA, where she is poised
to lead significant advancements in taxonomy and further strengthen Brazilian
myrmecology. Her journey is a testament to excellence, talent, and dedication,
serving as a professional and personal inspiration to countless young researchers.

Laura Carolina Leal
Laura Carolina Leal was born in Caruaru,
in the interior of Pernambuco. She stayed in the

state and completed her entire education at the
Universidade Federal de Pernambuco (UFPE),
from undergraduate to doctorate. Her master's and

o

on the interactions between ants and plants. Laura made major contributions to

doctoral studies were in Plant Biology, with a focus

research on the costs of these mutualistic interactions (Melati & Leal, 2018) and
to the study of myrmecochory in Brazil (Leal et al., 2014). Her impact in the field
was so significant that Laura Leal became known as a major myrmecologist,
not only in Brazil but worldwide.

Throughout her journey, Laura faced significant challenges, including
experiences of harassment that made her question whether to stay in acade-
mia. At the end of her doctorate, she felt fragile and uncertain about what her
next step would be. Her first postdoctoral research, conducted at the State Uni-
versity of Feira de Santana (UEFS), marked a turning point in her career: there,
she found the support she needed and reaffirmed her decision to continue in
academia — determined to help build a more supportive and inclusive academic
environment for those who would come after her.

She also had important international experiences, such as a joint PhD
program in Australia and a second postdoctoral position at Clemson University
in the United States. After returning to Brazil, Laura participated in her first
academic selection process and was approved, becoming a professor at the
Universidade Federal de Sdo Paulo (Unifesp) in Diadema, in the postgraduate
program in Ecology and Evolution.
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As a researcher, Laura is admirable. In addition to her contributions
to the study of insect-plant interactions, she also focuses on population and
community ecology, ethology, evolutionary ecology, and scientific methodology.
Moreover, she collaborates with other graduate programs, being accredited in
three programs at the Universidade Federal do Parana (UFPR). As a woman, she
is even more inspiring. Through lectures and participation in academic events,
she encourages women to occupy spaces in science and face the challenges
of a field historically dominated by men. Laura openly discusses the impacts
of impostor syndrome, sharing her own experiences and creating a welcoming
and supportive environment.

Laura Carolina Leal represents the combination of scientific competence
and dedication to building a fairer and more equal space for all women in science.
She is undoubtedly a great inspiration for future generations of myrmecologists,
showing that, in addition to being excellent scientists, we can also be active
agents in transforming the structures that shape academia.

Livia Pires do Prado

Livia Pires do Prado was born in Sdo Cae-
tano do Sul, in the metropolitan region of Sdo Paulo
city. It was in the city of Sdo Paulo that she began
her remarkable journey in myrmecology. A bio-
logist graduated from Universidade Sao Camilo,

Livia's path took a transformative turn during her
undergraduate studies when she came across an open call at the Museu de
Zoologia da Universidade de Sédo Paulo (MZSP) for technicians to process and
curate ant specimens. Without realizing the impact of this decision, she took
her first step toward a brilliant career.

Livia quickly stood out for her skill and agility, becoming a reference in
processing materials for the MZSP collection and contributing to various pro-
jects. Her close interaction with the myrmecological collection, combined with
the inspiration from her lab colleagues, ignited a strong passion for taxonomy.
This passion led to her first project, focused on the taxonomy of the genus
Xenomyrmex, which became the subject of her undergraduate thesis.
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Determined to deepen her studies, Livia pursued a master's degree at
the MZSP, revising the genus Octostruma. For her doctorate at Universidade
Federal do Pard (UFPA), she turned her attention to the taxonomy and biology
of the genus Megalomyrmex, collaborating with Rachelle Adams in Ohio (Prado
et al,, 2022). Her connection with the Adams Lab marked her transition to a
postdoctoral position, where she further expanded her expertise before retur-
ning to Brazil to take a position at the Museu Paraense Emilio Goeldi. There,
she now contributes to the PPBio Eastern Amazon research network, pushing
the boundaries of knowledge on Amazonian biodiversity.

From the beginning, Livia demonstrated exceptional ability and unparalleled
insight in taxonomic analysis, identifying critical traits for species delimitation
with precision and establishing herself as an expert and significant contributor
to ant morphology and taxonomy.

In addition to her work as a taxonomist, Livia is a passionate historian. She
often dives into old books, manuscripts, photographic records, and interviews,
bringing to light the stories and achievements of prominent figures in Brazilian
entomology and myrmecology. Her extensive knowledge of the history and deve-
lopment of Brazil's entomological collections is remarkable (Prado et al., 2020).

Livia is not only a talented myrmecologist but also a strong woman and
an unforgettable personality, leaving her distinctive mark wherever she goes.
Balancing her academic life with authenticity and dedication, Livia is a trans-
formative force in Brazilian myrmecology. From a shy girl to a prominent figure
in the field, her journey exemplifies how passion, hard work, and courage can
break barriers and inspire a new generation of scientists.

Manuela Ramalho

Manuela de Oliveira Ramalho Sanchez,
known as Manu Ramalho, was born in Campinas
and raised in Guaraci, in the interior of the Sao
Paulo state. Manu came from a family that always
encouraged her, since she was a little girl, to
achieve her goals. At a very young age, she joi-

ned a scout group, where her passion for biology
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began to blossom. In 2006, she enrolled in the Biological Sciences course at
the Universidade Estadual Paulista Julio de Mesquita Filho (UNESP). During her
undergraduate studies, Manu studied the toxicity of plant extracts to workers of
the ant Atta sexdens rubropilosa, popularly known in Brazil as “salva-limao”, and
also investigated the mitochondrial DNA of Camponotus textor (weaver ants).
While still at UNESP, she continued her academic career: during her master’s
degree, she continued her research on the DNA of weaver ants, and during
her doctorate, she studied the microbiome of Camponotini ants. Becoming
a reference in the area of symbiotic interactions, Manu always had the goal
of internationalizing her career. It was then that she met Dr. Corrie Moreau, a
partnership that took her to the Field Museum of Natural History and Cornell
University, where she obtained part of the data for her doctoral research and
later continued on to her post-doctoral studies.

In recent years, Manu has dedicated herself to encouraging girls and
women in STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics)
careers. In one of her works, Manu presents data that makes clear the limitations
that women face in their education, which in turn prevent them from reaching
prominent positions in academic careers, mostly occupied by men. Based on
these statistics, Manu emphasizes the importance of support and opportunities for
women to thrive in the field of Biological Sciences. Currently, Manu is an assistant
professor at West Chester University (PA, USA) and, in addition to her line of
research, RamalholLab focuses on inclusion, diversity and outreach in science.

As well as being an excellent researcher, Manu is also a dedicated mother,
and her activism extends to the area of mothers as researchers, a topic that is
still little covered in academic society. Manu Ramalho's work is inspiring a new
generation of researchers. As a woman, she is well aware of the challenges that
women face, as highlighted by Ramalho et al. (2020). Committed to making a
difference, her lab is mostly composed of women and encourages latina women,
mothers, and first-generation college students to enter the field of science.
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Maria Santina de Castro Morini

Maria Santina de Castro Morini was born
in Sdo Paulo state, where she built her scienti-
fic career. She completed her academic training

entirely at Universidade Estadual Paulista Jilio de
“ Mesquita Filho (UNESP). Initially, her main interest
was in bees, but soon ants took over her research

focus. Santina explored topics that were largely uncharted at the time, especially

by women, making her one of the pioneers in myrmecology in Brazil. Since then,
she has remained dedicated to this field, accumulating 25 years of experience.

Her passion for social insects guided her research in biodiversity, natural
history, community ecology, public policies for conservation, urban insects, pest
control, and environmental education. Despite her love for insects and their
study, like many women in science, Santina was not immune to obstacles and
challenges. Motherhood in academia demanded resilience. However, guided by
her grandmother’s teachings, Santina remained persistent. Her determination
made her an inspiration for other women, mothers, researchers and undoub-
tedly, for her own son.

Her journey of achievements and perseverance led her to the Universidade
de Mogi das Cruzes (UMC), where she currently works as a researcher and pro-
fessor of Zoology in the Programa de P4s-Graduagdo em Biotecnologia e Politicas
Pdblicas. In addition, Santina founded her own laboratory in 1999, the Labora-
tério de Mirmecologia e Abelhas do Alto Tieté, affectionately known as LAMAT.

Her contributions to myrmecology range from numerous scientific articles
to book publications. Among them, some stand out as essential to Brazilian
myrmecology, such as “Formigas em ambientes urbanos no Brasil” (Bueno et al.,
2017), “Serra do Itapeti: aspectos histéricos, sociais e naturalisticos” (Morini et al.,
2012) and “Formigas do Alto Tieté"” (Suguituru et al., 2015). These inventories
led to the creation of an ant collection for UMC, comprising 236 species. The
richness of these works makes them essential for understanding the ant fauna
of Atlantic Forest fragments and anthropized areas.
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The vast quantity and quality of her work, the precision of her taxono-
mic data, and her mentorship of a generation of influential researchers makes
Santina a great source of inspiration and a reference in the history of Brazilian
myrmecology. As a pioneer, she has mentored more than 100 researchers,
many of whom now stand out in the field, passing on their knowledge to new
generations of scientists. Santina did not settle for merely opening doors, she
widened them, ensuring that more women, like herself, can forge their own

paths in myrmecology.

Marilia Maria Silva da Costa

Marilia Maria Silva da Costa was born in
the municipality of Mamanguape, in the state
of Paraiba, Brazil. Her academic journey began
at the Universidade Federal da Paraiba (UFPB).
Inspired by Brisa Lunar Tavares, it was during her

undergraduate studies that Marilia took her first
steps into myrmecology. She joined Brisa's research group, the first in Paraiba
dedicated to the study of ants and the training of myrmecologists. Within this
context, her first contribution was a significant survey of the leaf litter myrme-
cofauna in Barra do Mamanguape.

After completing her undergraduate degree and seeking to expand her
research, Marilia pursued a master's degree at the Universidade Federal do Acre
(UFAC), where she investigated the influence of forest cover on ant assemblages
at a landscape scale. Completed in 2018, this research reinforced her ability to
explore the intricate interactions between ants and their environment.

Continuing her academic career, she began her doctoral studies in 2020 at
the Universidade Federal de Lavras (UFLA), Minas Gerais, under the supervision
of Prof. Dr. Carla Ribas. Despite the geographic transition, Marilia maintained
strong ties with Paraiba. During her postgraduate studies, she began receiving
requests for guidance from other students. By providing technical and scientific
support and contributing to the training of new myrmecologists, Marilia became
a recognized figure in Brazilian myrmecology.
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Her ability to effectively communicate knowledge ignited a passion for
science outreach and popularization. Marilia gained prominence by making
information about ants accessible to the public, particularly to children. One of
the most notable examples of this commitment is the book Formigas em Cores
(Costa et al.,, 2022). Developed in collaboration with various researchers, this
educational material consists of a coloring book that presents information on
different species of Brazilian ants, many of which were described by female
taxonomists. Led by Marilia, this work serves not only an educational role but
also highlights and values the contributions of numerous women to Brazi-
lian myrmecology.

Unfortunately, Marilia was not immune to the challenges faced by women
in academia. Throughout her career, sexism, xenophobia, and academic preju-
dice were obstacles that often discouraged her from continuing. Despite these
adversities, with resilience, determination, and hard work, she overcame these
challenges and remained steadfast in her path. She is currently a postdoctoral
researcher at the Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, establishing herself as
one of the most promising scientists in Brazilian myrmecology. Her dedication
to ant research and science outreach has been fundamental in bridging the
gap between scientific knowledge and society, inspiring and encouraging new
generations of scientists across Brazil.

Moénica Antunes Ulysséa

Mbnica Antunes Ulysséa was born on the
island of Floriandpolis in Santa Catarina. During
her undergraduate studies at the Universidade
Federal de Santa Catarina (UFSC), which she
completed in 2007, Ménica studied ethnoento-
mology. In 2012, during her Master's degree at

the Universidade Estadual de Feira de Santana
(UEFS), she focused on ecology and conservation, studying ant guilds in the
Brazilian savanna (Cerrado). As we trace Monica's path, we'll see how she
learned from different fields of entomology and myrmecology to become the
prominent researcher she is today.
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The Museu de Zoologia da Universidade de Sdo Paulo (MZSP) is a key
institution in the study of Neotropical ants, with the largest collection in the
region. Monica first connected with the MZSP in 2005, when she was still a
student, visiting the museum to identify ants collected from bromeliads. What
seemed like a simple visit turned into a milestone, as 15 years later, Mdnica
would become one of Brazil's leading taxonomists, graduating from the same
institution. Her descriptions of Oxyepoecus regularis Ulysséa & Brandédo and
the O. browni queen (Ulysséa & Brandéo, 2012), as well as her first taxonomic
revision of the genus Hylomyrma (Ulysséa & Brandao, 2021), were valuable
contributions to the field.. Today, she is involved in several projects, including
a revision of the genus Eurhopalothrix, as well as research on ant biodiversity
and biological collections in Brazil.

Méonica has always been deeply interested in the relationship between
people and nature, as well as in raising awareness about sustainability, social
justice and gender equality. From an early age, she stood up against sexism and
harassment, which led to many challenges. She served as a student represen-
tative at MZSP, advocating for more equitable and dignified spaces for women
and students facing harassment. Today, she is one of the driving forces behind
the campaign against harassment in myrmecology.

To understand Ménica, we must also mention her passion for art and
agroecology. Her collection includes wonderful writings and photographs
that highlight nature and our relationship with science and the world we live
in. She has the sensitivity to transform an image that may seem “simple” into
something poetic, as in the exhibition “How Clouds Are Born”, which she crea-
ted with Fabiola Fonseca. In this exhibition, a common image of ants covered
in fungus tells the story of the discovery of a new species, the importance of
a taxonomist's work and the value of biological collections, drawing a parallel
between art and science.

Ménica's concern goes beyond detailed studies of the morphology, natu-
ral history and biodiversity of the creatures that fascinate us most: ants. She
also actively demonstrates an awareness and affection for the value of women
who serve as inspiration in various fields such as science, politics, sport and
the arts, drawing attention to issues of female representation. In this spirit, she
has named 14 new species of Hylomyrma in honour of women who have moved
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her. Like them, we now share their stories, which serve as a mirror in which we
and others can see ourselves.

Natalia Maritza Ladino Lopez

Born in Villavicencio, the capital of Meta, in
Colombia, Natalia Ladino is a black woman and
the youngest of three sisters. Passionate about
nature and science from an early age, Natalia
graduated as a biologist at the Universidad de
los Llanos in 2017, with a capstone project dedi-

cated to the study of the ant fauna of a piedmont
region in the transition between the Llanos and the Meta mountains, under the
guidance of Prof. Dr. Claudia Lorena Yara Ortiz. Before graduating, Ladino had
the opportunity to participate in the Amazon edition of the Formigas do Brasil
Course (CFB) in Rio Branco, Acre. She met Rodrigo Feitosa at the course, who
offered her a place in his laboratory at UFPR in Curitiba, where she developed
her master's and Ph.D. projects.

In her master's degree, she chose to work with the most morphologically
challenging genus of the Amblyoponinae subfamily, focusing on the taxonomic
revision of Neotropical species of Prionopelta genus (Ladino & Feitosa, 2020).
The highlights of this project are the creation of a glossary for sculpture, unpre-
cedented in myrmecology, based on the depth of the foveae present in the ants'
heads and the distance between them, and the description of the species Prio-
nopelta menininha, a tribute to the Brazilian ialorixd M@e Menininha do Gantois,
an emblematic figure of Afro-Brazilian religions.

During her Ph.D., Natalia expanded her revision of Prionopelta geographi-
cally and methodologically. In addition to being the first person in her laboratory to
conduct a worldwide taxonomic revision, the myrmecologist also used geometric
morphology data to delineate her species and dedicated a chapter of her thesis
to questioning, based on statistics, the traditional exhaustive measurement of
specimens in taxonomy and how it is possible to sample all the variation of a
group through an ideal - and much smaller - number of measurements.
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Despite being a very discreet and reserved person, Natalia has always
attracted the attention of her peers for her unique sensitivity and respect for the
local communities she visited on field expeditions, making it part of her work to
return to them with the results of her collections as a form of acknowledgment.
The researcher also stands out for her exemplary discipline and professiona-
lism, always being among the best students in postgraduate classes and other
courses she participated in, thus earning the admiration and affection of pro-
fessors and colleagues.

The taxonomist’s endless list of qualities was not enough to prevent her
from being hounded several times by racism, sexism, and xenophobia. From her
existence as a black woman to her decision to pursue postgraduate studies in
another country, Natalia faced many episodes in which her competence and
capacity were questioned, to which she always responded by delivering nothing
less than scientific excellence.

Currently, Natalia Ladino is a professor at the Universidade Federal de
Pelotas, where she continues to develop projects in taxonomy and ecology
innovatively and brilliantly and be an example of a person and professional for
everyone who has the privilege of knowing her.

Ronara de Souza Ferreira
Ronara de Souza Ferreira is originally from
Mantena, a town in the countryside of Minas
Gerais. She began her academic journey at the
Universidade Federal de Ouro Preto (UFOP), where
she focused on the study of herbivorous insects
N ‘ ja in the canopy of forests. She continued her edu-

cation with a master's degree at the Universidade

Federal de Lavras (UFLA), concentrating on pest control through the study of
flies. However, it was during her PhD that she discovered her true passion: the
behavior of ants. This passion led her to Université Paris 13 in France, where
she delved into the ethology of ants, a field that would become her specialty.
Ronara particularly stood out in the study of how stridulation can be used
to separate species and understand the social dynamics of their communities
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(Ferreira et al., 2010). Her research not only contributed new knowledge to ant
biology but also highlighted the potential of acoustics as a tool to identify eco-
logical and behavioral differences among them.

During her postdoctoral research, she explored other research models but
returned to studying ants when she was hired in 2014 as a professor at UFES,
Alegre campus, in Espirito Santo. She is currently a professor at the Instituto de
Psicologia da Universidade de Sdo Paulo (IPUSP), where she teaches in the field
of ethology, specializing in ant behavior. She is known for being a welcoming
professor with a strong commitment to inclusion, particularly for female students.

In addition to being an outstanding researcher, Ronara is the mother of
Gael and Cecilia, and her balance between professional and family life is an
inspiration to many women. Ronara de Souza Ferreira is undoubtedly a central
figure in scientific research on ant behavior, but she is also a symbol of courage,
strength, and resilience, demonstrating that it is possible to be an excellent
researcher, a dedicated mother, while also making a profound contribution to
the development of a more inclusive and diverse academia.

CLARIFICATION

The data about all women in here were extracted from the survey that
we shared, Lattes CVs, personal communications, as well as from publicly
available information in digital media, such as websites, newspapers and
other online sources.

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

We hope that this chapter encourages other people to share inspirational
stories about female contribution in myrmecology. We proudly acknowledge
that there are many more women who are building and opening paths in
myrmecology than those honored in these pages. Therefore, we hope that this
project will transcend the present text, and the stories not included here will
continue to be known and made visible. We reaffirm our intention to develop
future works focused on female myrmecologists whose contributions have not
only transformed their fields of study but also inspire young scientists.
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